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It is hard to believe that we are headed into June and fast approaching the end of the 
school year.  It has been an eventful year, full of many opportunities.  Throughout, staff 
have remained focused on our primary goal, providing a high quality education for your 
children - an education which challenges our students to meet high expectations and 
strive for excellence.  While the end is near, we still have 20 days of learning ahead and 
much will be accomplished during this time.  Students are encouraged to keep working 
so that the report card they bring home celebrates their accomplishments and growth. 
 

Throughout the past school year, our goal of creating a dynamic learning environment 
has been advanced through many initiatives which have encouraged students to take 
responsibility not only for themselves, but for others as well.  Our academic focus has 
been on literacy development and assessment.  Over the course of the year, students 
and teachers have being working to further develop their skills in these areas. 
 

The School Council has worked in partnership with us to share ideas, make recommen-
dations and to support our community.  Our School Council is made up of a group of 
individuals who are incredibly supportive and hard-working.  They provide on-going 
input to us as well as support for parents and staff.  Through their efforts, they have 
gained a real understanding of our school. Their cooperation and thoughtful advice 
have been invaluable.  If you are not already involved with this  group, we would en-
courage you join by coming out in the fall. 
 

We have also been supported by a cadre of volunteers who generously donate their 
time to assist in all aspects of school life:  assisting in classrooms and trips, helping with 
events such as our Spring Fling, driving students to sporting events, and many more.  
We want to extend our appreciation to all those who give of their time and talents.  
There is so much that we can offer our students because of your support. 
 

We would also like to thank our School Assistants for their commitment.  We appreciate 
their kindness in setting aside an hour in the middle of their day to supervise lunch time 
and recess activities with our students.  Their dedication and support is greatly appreci-
ated by staff and students. 
 
Finally, we would like to recognize the dedication of our staff.  The professional, courte-
ous and respectful manner in which they work serves as an ongoing model for our stu-
dents. The unique activities and events that make Walter Scott P.S. such a dynamic and 
welcoming place would not be possible without the combined efforts of our students, 
staff and parent community. 
 

Together we have accomplished much, and we look forward to continuing our partner-
ship in the 2013-2014 school year for the enhancement of learning for our students. 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 

Kim Maybury   Deanna Durfy 
Principal    Vice-Principal 

 

JUNE 
2013 

 
 
 
 
 

P.A. Days 
 
 
 
 

Fri. June 7th 
 
 
 

——————————————————- 
 
 

Last Day 
 

Thurs. June 27 
1/2 day 

(School ends at  
11:30 a.m.) 
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YRDSB Our Voice: The Way Forward  
 

On May 1st, 2013 at the Sheraton Parkway Hotel in Richmond Hill, the 
York Region District School Board hosted the second annual Our Voice 
student-led conference. The theme of this year’s conference was The 
Way Forward.  Over 500 student representatives from across  YRDSB’s 
201 schools came together to share their perspectives.   As well, YRDSB 
Chair,  Board of Directors, Anna DeBartolo, YRDSB Director of Education, 
Ken Thurston, Unity Charity and representatives from community organi-
zations attended this exciting conference. 
  
Walter Scott P.S. was proudly represented by Sasha S. and Rada S.  When 
the opportunity arose, they were not shy and approached our Director, 
Ken Thurston to continue their conversation.  When they returned to 
school, these students gave a presentation to the WSPS staff about their 
experiences and shared the ideas discussed at the conference.  Thank you 
to our staff members Ms. Bynoe-Hayles and Ms. Kastelic for supporting 
our students’ participation in this wonderful learning opportunity. 

 

Last 1/2 Day of School 
 

June 26th, 2013  
 

Early Dismissal in Elementary Schools 
 

All schools in the York Region District School Board are 
committed to student success and well-being.  On 
Thursday, June 27th, 2013 an early release day will take 
place to allow elementary teachers and support staff to 
take part in staff meetings during the afternoon of that 
day.  These meetings will allow for school staff to en-
gage in culminating activities regarding the review and 
revision of the School’s Improvement Plan.   
 
As has been our practice over the past four years, stu-
dents attend school during the morning of Thursday, 
June 27th, 2013 only.  Students will be dismissed early 
that day at 11:30 a.m..  Arrangements will be made to 
ensure that students who are normally bussed to and 
from school will receive transportation at this time.  Par-
ents whose children attend after school child care 
should make appropriate arrangements to address this 
change in schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bus Eligibility  
 

Did you know that  students’ busing eligibility 
changes throughout their  school career?  Your 
son/daughter’s eligibility to ride the school bus may 
change according to their grade and distance from 
home to school.   
 

Below are the provisions for eligibility identified in 
the Board’s Transportation Policy #680:  
 

• All students in Grades JK-3 who live within 1.2 km 
of their school are not eligible for transportation  
 

• All students in Grades 4-8 who live within 1.6 km 
of their school are not eligible for transportation  
 

• All students in Grades 9-12 who live within a tran-
sit served area are not eligible for transportation.  
 

To view Board Policy #680 Student Transportation, 
please visit www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca. For more infor-
mation about bus transportation and to determine 
your child’s eligibility visit www.schoolbuscity.com.  

 

What we call the beginning is often the end. 

And to make an end is to make a beginning. 

The end is where we start from.” 

~T.S. Eliot 
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In the month of June, we focus on 
 

 OPTIMISM 
 

What is optimism? 
Optimism involves thinking positively and believing 
that all will turn out well. 
 

How you can demonstrate optimism: 
Believe that hard work and effort leads to success 
Express gratitude - remember to say thank you  
Write about things you are grateful for 
Start a discussion with positive words (for example: 
“I like the way you…”) 
When a seemingly “impossible” challenge has been re-
solved, take a few moments to think about how it was re-
solved. This way, the next time you are faced with a chal-
lenge, you can draw on what worked 

Lunch 
As spring is here, students are asking parents 
for permission to leave school at lunch.  With-
out parental supervision, we discourage this 
practice, as there are safety considerations 
such as traffic and supervision.   
 

It is recommended that students 
remain on school property at lunch.   

 

There is considerable traffic on Major 
Mackenzie Drive and on the side streets.  
When students are walking together, they are 
focused on themselves and each other and 
not always on the traffic around them. 
 

It is not recommended that students be at a 
friend’s or their own home unsupervised.  
Children without supervision may be inclined 
to make poor choices, especially when with 
peers.  Supervision is provided at school. 
 

Please consider all the safety issues if giving 
your child permission to leave school at lunch. 
 

Please remember, that students who have 
permission to leave must: 
1. Sign out in the office 
2. Provide a note from home or a permission 

form signed from the beginning of the 
year must be on file 

3. Make plans in advance.  Calls for permis-
sion cannot be made in the office. 

 

Report Cards  
 

Report cards will be given out on Monday 
June 24th.  If your child is not going to be 
present on this day, please send a self-
addressed stamped envelope to the office. 
Report cards not picked up will not be mailed 
out, unless a self-addressed stamped enve-
lope has been sent in.   
 
All report cards will be 
held in the office until 
the end of day June 
27th, and retained until 
school begins again in 
September. 

 

Breakfast with the Arts  
 

Families and friends of our stu-
dents in Junior Kindergarten to 
Grade 3, please mark Thursday, June 
6th on your calendar.  We will be hosting our annual 
Breakfast with the Arts.  Parents/Guardians and extended 
family members are invited to join us from 8:40 a.m. until 
approximately 10:00 a.m. in the gym.  The morning will show-
case student performances from a variety of groups and 
classes.  Students are very excited and looking forward to 
sharing their artisitic talents with you!  

 

  

Important Dates 
 

June 3-6 EQAO for Grade 3 and Grade 6 
June 6 Breakfast with the Arts 
June 7 PA day  
June 12 Area Track and Field 
June 14 BBQ Lunch 
June 19 Regional Track and Field 
June 24 Primary Play Day 
June 24 Term 2 Report Cards go Home 
 Grade 8 Graduation 6:30 p.m. 
June 25 Grade 8 Luncheon & Dance 
June 27 Early Dismissal at 11:30 a.m. 
 —No school in the afternoon 
June 28 PA day  
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Are You Moving? 
 

In planning for next year’s classes, it is helpful to 
know if your child will be attending another 
school in September 2013.  If you know you will 
be moving and your children will be changing 
schools, please let us know as soon as possible.  
This will help us to organize  classes for next year.     

If your plans change, your child is always wel-
come and has a spot at their home school. 

 

 

Future Leaders  

in Youth Action  

FLY Conference   
The FLY Conference (Future Leaders in YACtion) was 
held on Saturday, May 11th at the Langstaff Commu-
nity Centre.   Three of our grade seven students:  
Stephanie C., Samantha G. and Radha S. had the op-
portunities to listen to some of today’s brightest 
youth leaders as keynote speakers; and attend work-
shops to further develop their own leadership talents!   
They proudly represented Walter Scott, their families, 
and themselves with a high level of engagement.  
They listened respectfully and shared their own ideas. 
 

When they returned to school, they  provided a report 
of their experiences and learning to all staff members 
at our last staff meeting on Monday, May 6th.  We 
would like to express our appreciation for their deci-
sion to become involved in the conference and for 
sharing with us! 

 
 

 

 

Grade 8 Graduation   
 

Gowns 
Grade 8 students will be provided with gowns for 
the ceremony.  It is our 
hope that this decision will 
alleviate the need for fami-
lies to purchase expensive 
graduation attire (dresses, 
suits, etc.) that students 
may only need once and 
may be quickly out grown.  
Students will wear the 
gown over their clothing 
and may remove it after 
the ceremony for photos. 
 

Ceremony 
The Graduation ceremony will be held at 6:30 
p.m. on  Monday, June 24th in the school gym.   
Each graduate may invite up to four guests.   Fol-
lowing the ceremony light refreshments will be 
served in the atrium.   
 

Luncheon 
On Tuesday, June 25th Grade 8 graduates will at-
tend a catered luncheon in the library, followed 
by a dance in the gym.  Graduates will be dis-
missed from school at 3: 00 p.m. 

 

Primary Play Day  
 

Our annual Primary Play 
Day is scheduled for 
Monday June 24th. 
Please ensure your child 
comes dressed appropri-
ately to be outside that 
day.  Hats, sun-screen 
and additional water is 
highly recommended. 
 

Medication 
If your child has any medication, inhalers or 
Epi-pens, at the office, please arrange to have 
them picked up by Thursday, June 27th, Any 
medications not picked up by then will be disposed of 
by the end of the day.  
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Wheeling Wednesday 
Bike to School Day 

 

To coincide with Bike Month (May 27 to 
June 30) in York Region and in other regions through-
out Ontario, the York Region District School Board is 
promoting Bike to School Day or Wheeling Wednes-
day.   Families are encourage ride or walk to school 
together to model and encourage a healthy lifestyle.   
 

Be Safe 
• Wearing a certified helmet 

can reduce the risk of seri-
ous head injuries by 85% 

• Children and youth (under 
18) are required by law to wear a helmet with the 
chinstrap clip fastened under the chin when cycling. 

Breakfast Club 
Our Breakfast Club volunteers prepare and serve 
breakfast daily for children who are unable to have 
breakfast before leaving for school.  There is no 
charge, as the program is supported by individual 
donations as well as a grant from the provincial 
government.  Please consider a financial or food 
donation, or a donation of your time.   

 

Stephen Lewis foundation  
The Stephen Lewis Foundation (SLF) works with 
community organizations which are turning the tide 
of HIV/AIDS in Africa by providing support to 
women, orphaned children, grandmothers and peo-
ple living with HIV and AIDS. Since 2003, they have 
funded over 700 initiatives, partnering with 300 
community organizations in the 15 African coun-
tries hardest hit by the pandemic. 
 

These grassroots groups are the lifeline for their 
communities: they provide counseling and educa-
tion about HIV prevention, care and treatment;  
food, medication and other necessities; reach the 
sick and vulnerable through home-based health 
care; help orphans and children access education 
and work through their grief; and support grand-
mothers caring for their orphaned grandchildren. 
 

Our chapter in RIchmond Hill called "Hearts and 
Hands for Africa" raises funds  to assist Grandmoth-
ers raising orphaned children whose parents have 
died from this disease.  The "Grandmothers Helping 
Grandmothers" provide funds for various projects 
so that they can be self sufficient in raising their 
large families.  We have an opportunity to raise 
money by collecting household batteries for recy-
cling.  A bucket will be placed in the front school  
lobby.   
 
Please help us by bringing in your used household 
batteries (e.g. AAA, AA, C, and D batteries, as well 
as small cell batteries such as those found in 
watches/hearing aids). 
 
Thank You, 
Enid Mann,    
Breakfast Club 
Coordinator 
905-884-8868  

 

Appropriate Dress 
With the warmer weather, please remember that stu-
dents are expected to come to school dressed for learn-
ing.  School is their ‘job’ and to be successful, students 
must focus their attention and energy on school-related 
matters.   Modest dress is expected. 
 

As a general rule, clothing needs to meet in the middle 
and “private parts” need to remain private.  Specifically:   

Bandanas, tops with thin straps, tank tops, cropped 
tops, halter tops and undershirts worn on their own, 
are not permitted. 
Shorts and skirts are to be mid thigh or longer 
Undergarments must be covered (i.e. no low rise 
pants revealing underwear). 
Hats and headbands are not permitted indoors (other 
than for religious or medical purposes). 
Inappropriate messages on clothing are not permit-
ted.  

Remember dress for success!     
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Drop Off and Pick Up 
 

Supervision of students is provided 
on the school yard starting at 8:15 
a.m.  Students may not be dropped 

off prior to 8:15 a.m.   At the end of the school day, 
students must be picked up promptly at 3:00 p.m.  
Please ensure your punctuality, as there is no  su-
pervision  for  students after school and students 
cannot be left unattended.  
 

Your cooperation in ensuring the safety and well 
being of our students is greatly appreciated!     
 

 
Cell Phones and  

PDAs 
 

Cell phones and personal digital 
assistants (PDAs) are an unneces-
sary intrusion in the school envi-

ronment.  It is expected that students not use these 
devices during the school day. We want students fo-
cusing on their learning and directing their energy in 
this regard. 
 

Students and families are expected to establish rou-
tines for communication that do not involve the use 
of cell phones or PDAs during the school day.  Stu-
dents may bring a cell phone or PDA to school, but 
they must not use the device anywhere on school 
property between the time of their arrival at school 
and the end of classes at 3:00 p.m.  
 

If a student is using a cell phone/PDA during the 
school day, it will be confiscated and given to the 
office. Parents may pick up the phone at the office.  
 

Parents may contact the office to get a message to 
their child and are asked not to send texts or emails 
to students during the school day.  This may result in 
discipline for the student.  As well, please be aware 
the school is not responsible for lost or stolen de-
vices. 
 

Your support in making our school environment, a 
place that values learning, is much appreciated! 
 

 

 

School Council 
 

Meetings 
Our final school council meeting will be held on 
Tuesday, June 4th at 7 p.m. in the “Hive”.   

All community members are welcome! 
 

Student BBQ Lunch Friday, June 14th   
There will be a BBQ luncheon.  Halal burgers will be 
sold by pre-order only.  
Order forms have been 
sent home.  Please return 
your order by Thursday, 
June 6th. 
 

 
Student Council 

 

Student Council Elections for the 
2013-2014 school year will be 
held on Thurs-
day, June 6th.   

 
 Students in grades 6 and 7 are 
welcome to put their names for-
ward for an elected position on Student Coun-
cil.  Interested candidates, will review our election 
pamphlet,  so that they can read about the responsi-
bilities of each elected position. We are also asking 
that each candidate be sponsored by a teacher and 
his/her parent. 
 
We would like to thank Fuad, Jack, Katie P. and 
Stephanie for their hard work this year.  Special 
thank you also to Ms. Stribopolous, Ms. Wodzinski 
and Ms. Wong for their support as well. 

 

Track and Field 
Our Junior and Intermediate track 
and field day was a huge suc-
cess.  While the off-school venue at 
Bayview S.S. involved more coordi-
nation and planning, everything worked very well and 
students had an amazing day!  Thank you to Mr. Bar-
ton and Mr. Thomas  for helping to co-ordinate. We 
would like to wish all of the students competing in 
the Central Area Track and Field meet on June 12th 
the best of luck! Go Stingers. 
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Junior  

Kindergarten  

Registration 
If you have not already regis-
tered, please bring your 

completed registration to our school office as soon 
as possible.  The school office will be closed in July 
and August.  Registration forms are available at:  
www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca.  
 

Documents required for registration include: 
• Proof of child’s age (birth certificate/passport) 
• Proof of residency (child and parent/guardian) 
• Citizenship and immigration status (if applicable) 
• Direction of school support form (school office) 
 

Children born in 2009 are eligible for JK and chil-
dren born in 2008 are eligible for SK. Current JK stu-
dents do not need to register, as they are already 
enrolled. 

 

School Visitors 
 

Please remember, EVERYONE (including 
parents) must sign in at the office and 
wear a visitor’s pass.  
 

Parents may not go to the classroom to 
speak to a teacher.  When there is infor-

mation to share with the teacher, please send a note 
or come to the office. 
 

At dismissal times, students meet their families out-
side.  Please pick an outdoor meeting spot.  
 

Following these procedures fosters independence in 
our students and ensures increased safety for all.    
 

We appreciate your help in keeping students safe! 

 

Lost and Found 
 

Please remind your child to have a look, or drop by 
yourself, to retrieve lost items.  There are three bins 
in  the school  (Primary hall, Office, Junior/
Intermediate hall).  Items not collected by June 27th 
will be donated to charity.   

 

Welcome to Kindergarten Night  
This evening was a resounding success with many of 
our new JK families attending to find out about the 
our Kindergarten Program.  Thank you to our Kinder-
garten team (Ms. Bassel, Ms. Brown, Ms. Del Pino, 
Ms. Gladman, Ms. Larter, Ms. Rudnicki, Ms, Sebald, 
Ms. Stewart and Ms. Sun) for planning so many won-
derful activities.  

Volunteer Social  
We would like to thank all of our wonderful volun-
teers for the difference they have made in the lives of 
the children and families in our school.  We had the 
opportunity to personally thank many of our volun-
teers at our volunteer tea earlier in May.   As well, 
our students had the opportunity, through their 
video presentation  to express their appreciation. 
 

Music Monday 

 



Life-threatening Allergies 
Several students have life threatening food allergies 
(anaphylaxis) to various foods, including peanuts, nuts 
such as coconut, eggs, milk, and some fruits.  Anaphy-
laxis is a medical condition that causes a severe reac-
tion to specific foods and can result in death within 
minutes.  Since even an extremely small amount of 
these foods can cause a life threatening reaction.   
 
To ensure a safe environment for students, families are 
asked to enjoy these items at home and not send them 
to school.  We hope you will appreciate the seriousness 
of this condition and that you will assist in our efforts 
to create as safe an environment as possible.  With 
your cooperation we can minimize the risk of an aller-
gic reaction.   
 

We are asking families to check the ingredients of all 
foods brought to school and do not send nuts or nut 
products (e.g. nutella, peanut butter sandwiches).  As 
well, given the wide range of potential food allergies, 
please remind children they are not permitted to share 
snacks with other children.   
 

We can all play a role in preventing such a dangerous 
and frightening situation at school.  Thank you for your 
understanding and support. 
 
 

Anaphylactic Reactions 
The Board of Trustees Anaphylactic Reactions Policy 
can be accessed on the Board’s internet site at 
www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca.  Select “Your Trustees”,  
“Policies and By-laws”, “Student” and #661.0. 
 

In addition, parents of students with anaphylaxis may 
also wish to contact the Canadian MedicAlert® Foun-
dation.  MedicAlert® is Canada’s largest member-
based, charity organization dedicated to providing ser-
vices that protect and save lives.  MedicAlert® is the 
leading provider of emergency medical information 
services linked to customized bracelets and necklets for 
Canadians with chronic medical conditions, allergies 
and special needs. 
 

MedicAlert® membership combines a custom-engraved  

bracelet or necklet that is linked to the MedicAlert® 24-
hour Emergency Hotline.  In the event of an emer-
gency, MedicAlert® ensures immediate access by emer-
gency responders and health professionals to a mem-
ber’s medical record.  To learn more about MedicA-
lert®, visit www.medicalert.ca or call 1(800) 668-1507. 

 

Ready for some fun? 
 
The 8th Richmond Hill scout group is always looking for new 
members. 
 
If your son/daughter is between the ages: 

Beavers ages 5-7 
Cubs age 8-10 
Scouts ages 11-14 
Venturers ages 14-17 

Then come check our program out! 
We encourage our youth to follow the spirit of the beaver, cub, 
scout and venture, promise, law and motto. 
We offer a variety of activities, crafts, camps, badge work, 
guest speakers and field trips. 
We hope that your child will learn much about the scouting 
movement as well as the different customs and traditions of the 
world that we live in today. 
 
Our groups meet: 
Cubs: Tuesday night 7:00pm -8:39pm (Walter Scott PS) 
Beavers: Wenesday night 7:00pm-8:00pm (Walter Scott PS) 
Scouts: Wednesday night 7:00pm-9:00pm (United church 
on Yonge Street) 
 
For more information, please contact: 

Ersin Kutluoglu (905-737-5749) 
Sandra Fox (905-713-6962) 
Steve Thorne (dthorne@sympatico.ca) 
Zem Ajward at Walter Scott PS 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Before / After School Program 
The before and after school program at WSPS is 
run by the YMCA.  This program is available for 
students in Kindergarten, up to the age of 12.  
The hours of operation are from 7:00-8:30 a.m. 
and from 3:00-6:00 p.m.   

For information, call 416-843-1004. 

http://www.yrdsb.edu.on.ca/
http://www.medicalert.ca/
mailto:dthorne@sympatico.ca
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=scouts+canada&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=loS5hdTlWLGiVM&tbnid=IYeS6tFM3ve91M:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.2ndbeaverbank.ca%2F&ei=aE-rUanONMH90gGHpIHYAw&psig=AFQjCNE7l7mKACJ_PncfSmZscCMaD_Gi6A&ust=137026777
http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=scouts+canada&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=rkaOXTvlFagPVM&tbnid=1yhKV0itFm7CvM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sears.ca%2Fcontent%2Fcorporate-info%2Fsocial-responsibility%2Fin-your-community%2Fscouts-canada&ei=


NEWS FROM THE LIBRARY 
A. Stewart 

 

     The Super Readers program worked  

     well this year.  Thank you so much to  

     my grade 8 helpers: Arad, Connor,  

Duncan, Jack and Naseem,   Also, a big thank you to Radha, Samantha  

and Bahina for stepping in to help out when we became overwhelmed.   

You will be very prepared to run Super Readers next year.  Primary  

students who came more than twice to read with an Intermediate 

student will receive a special Super Reader certificate. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
 

All books due back to WSPS Library: Friday, June 14, 2013 
 

Please check all the nooks and crannies at home for any Library books and help get them in 

by June 14th.  Some hiding spots include under the bed and on a bookshelf in the bedroom. 

 

It is especially important for grade eight students to settle up with me before they enter 

grade nine.  At high school they will lose Library privileges and may be stopped from  

writing exams or receiving report cards! 

  Summer Reading Tips 
 Get your child his/her own library card. 

 Make regular visits to the public library to find books, 

 magazines, and movies on the topic your child is interested 

 in. Look for related fiction as well as non-fiction. 

 Keep books handy: in the car, a backpack or sports bag. 

 Let your children see you read. 

 Read to your child and have your child read to you. 

 Find a book that ties into your summer experiences: How 
 do you make marshmallows? How do fireflies light up?  
 What happens if I swallow a watermelon seed? 



News from the Walter Scott 

Parenting and Family Literacy Centre 

Parent Worker: Vida Ansari                 Open:  Every school day between 8:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.   

No cost or registration required  Snacks are provided for the children 

The Painted Ladies have arrived! 
 

The  families  of  the  Walter  Scott  Parenting  and Family 

Literacy Centre have adopted 30 Painted Lady larvae.  Over 

the  next  three  weeks,  the  families  will  watch  as  each  

caterpillar  creates  a  chrysalis  and  then  emerges  as  a 

beautiful  butterfly.  We  will  be  releasing  them  around  the 

second week of June. 

 

Please bring your children (between the ages of 0 – 6 years) to 

Room 13 over the next couple of weeks to see this miracle of 

nature for yourselves! 

 

  

 

   Positive Parenting TIP 

 

According to the David Suzuki Foundation, “Kids who spend time in nature have improved memory, 

problem solving, and creativity — and they're physically healthier too.  Yet our research shows that 70% 

of Canadian kids spend an hour or less outside each day.‖  Author and journalist Richard Louv describes 

this as ―nature deficit disorder‖ and he warns in his book, Last Child in the Woods, that young people 

are being taught to avoid direct experience in nature.   

 

To avoid your children getting ―nature deficit disorder‖, here are some family-friendly ways to enjoy the 

great outdoors together this summer: 

 

Hunt for bugs! Try to spot one you’ve never seen before, then find out what it is. 

   (Be sure to put the bugs back where you found them.) 
 

Grab that kite that’s been gathering dust and fly it in a nearby park 
 

Climb a tree, roll down a hill or take an after-dinner stroll down a green street 

 

For more information and ideas, go to www.davidsuzuki.org 

 
 

http://www.davidsuzuki.org




 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 

 

   

 

  1 

2 
 

 

 

3 
 

EQAO 
 

 

4     EQAO 
 

Pizza Day 

 

 

School Council 

7:00 p.m. 

5 
 

EQAO 

6     Student  

Council Election 
 

EQAO 
 

Breakfast with 

the Arts 8:30 
 

You’re the Chef 

4:30 p.m. 

7 
 

 

P.A. Day 

 

8 
 

 

9 

 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

11 

Grade 4 

Medieval Feast 

 

Pizza Day 

 

 

12 
Area Track & 

Field 

 
Mr. Sub Lunch 

 

13 

 

 

 

14 
 

Milk ends 

 

BBQ Lunch 

 

 

15 

16 

 

 
 

 

17 

 

 

 

18 

 

Pizza Day 

 

19 

 

Regional Track 

& Field 

 

20 

 

Grade 6  

Kettleby Trip  

21 

 

Summer        

Solstice 

 

22 

23 24   

Primary Play 

Day 
 

Report Cards 

Go Home 
 

Grade 8 

Graduation 

25 

 

Grade 8 

Luncheon 
 

 
 

 

26   

 

27 

Last Day 

School Ends 

at 11:30 a.m. 

 
 

 
 

 

28 

 

 

P.A. Day 

 
 

 

29 

30  

 

 

     

June 2013  

Walter  Scot t  Publ ic  School  

(905)  884-2693 

 

P.A. 1/2 Day 
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